FATHER JOSEPH HOMILY- 8/31/18

[bookmark: _GoBack]Note: Father Joseph Kuhlman is Josie’s brother who is a Catholic priest in the diocese of St. Augustine, Florida. Below is one of his homilies, which he talks about embracing the cross and the importance of it in our lives. 

	One of the tricks of Satan that leads to our demise is negativity, discouragement, lack of initiative, lack of generosity and sacrifice, hopelessness, and lack of a Spirit of faith. The vice that sums all this up is acedia or sloth. We don’t have joy in our spiritual life because we lose our fervor and sacrificial spirit by believing a lie, believing a temptation: “If only I did not have this condition, this weakness, this situation to deal with, I could become a saint.” … “If only this brother weren’t here who annoys me, opposes me, and disturbs me, I could become a saint.” … “If only I were here or there… If only I were at this point, this place, this stage in my life, etc. etc.”
	You know what these thoughts are—they are excuses! They are justifications of our spiritual negligence. They are rationalization for our mediocrity. They are a lump of hogwash, baloney, refuse, trash. Don’t waste your time with such thoughts – dismiss them immediately! If we are willingly feeding our minds with such garbage, not only are we wasting our time, but we are sinning against God’s Providence. The grass with always appear greener on the other side! If such weren’t the case, where would faith come into play, where would trust in God’s care come into play, where would abandonment to God’s fatherly arms come into play? God is not a bad father who denies His child what he needs to become a saint—such would be cruelty! How terrible it would be if He said, “Be holy as I am holy,” but refused to give us the means, the provisions to become holy—No! God is not like that! The fault is ours – we distrust how He has ordered our life, how He has chartered our path, how He has measured our cross! God gives us exactly what we need to become saints! We don’t have to retain to a year ago or move to a new place or wait for an event or wait until 5 months from now – No! God only meets us now! In our present circumstances! In the present moment! It is precisely here and now that God makes us saints, nowhere else!
	So deepen your faith and embrace the Cross of your life. “There must always be something in God’s way that we do not understand and should not want to understand so that there is room for faith and the Cross.” “Has not God made this wisdom of the world foolish?...” 
	May Our Lady, Protectress of the Faith, keep our lives in God and not in our heads. 
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